In the half century since the publication of Lipke Holthuis' study of the decapod Crustacea off the Mediterranean coast of Israel, their number increased by 50, for a total of 168 species. Most of the species added were either from the previously unexplored deeper parts of the continental shelf and slope or newly-recorded alien species, mostly entrants through the Suez Canal. The spatial and temporal data of the alien decapods is given, as well as the updated list of the decapod Crustacea of the Mediterranean coast of Israel.
INTRODUCTION
In his seminal work "An annotated list of the decapod Crustacea of the Mediterranean coast of Israel, with an Appendix listing the Decapoda of the eastern Mediterranean", Lipke B. Holthuis laid the foundation for the study of the decapods off the Mediterranean coast of Israel, the study of the alien decapods in the Levant, and the establishment of the Israeli National Collections holdings of decapods (Holthuis & Gottlieb, 1958) . Holthuis' subsequent collaboration with Ch. Lewinsohn resulted in a further increase in the number of decapod species known from the Israeli coast (Lewinsohn & Holthuis, 1964 , 1978 Lewinsohn, 1974) . In the past 20 years, most of the species accrued to the list were either from the previously unexplored deeper parts of the continental shelf and slope or newly-recorded alien species (table I) . Fredj & Laubier (1985) , in their review on the deep Mediterranean benthos, stated that ". . . the southern part of the Levant Sea have practically never been studied". Indeed, the slope biota off the Israeli coast had not been studied until 1988, when the first in a series of 25 cruises, totaling nearly 200 trawl hauls, were conducted at depths between 200 and 1558 m. One species, the axiid Levantocaris hornungae, Galil & Clark, 1993, was described as new to science, five species were new records for the Levantine Sea, and eight species were newly recorded from the Israeli coast (Galil & Clark, 1993; Galil & Goren, 1994) . As it has been suggested that "[t]he relative species richness of. . . . faunas of the different sectors of Mediterranean is better correlated with the level of research effort than the true species richness" (Bellan- Santini, 1990) , it is foreseeable that intensive sampling efforts may add to the number of species recorded.
It is the other source of new records that is astounding in its magnitude -34 alien decapod species are now known from the Israeli coast. Incidentally, the very first decapod crustacean reported from the Mediterranean coast of Israel, Portunus segnis (Forskål, 1775) (as Neptunus pelagicus by Fox, 1924), had entered the sea through the Suez Canal -an augury of the Erythrean invasion to come. Although the date of collection may lag years behind the date of introduction, the numbers of alien decapods recorded off the Israeli coast each decade over the past century are given in fig. 1 . The records begin in the 1920s with the works of W. Steinitz and the results of 'The Cambridge Expedition to the Suez Canal'. Steinitz was among the first to recognize the scientific significance of the movement of biota through the Canal, deplored the lack of faunistic research in the Levantine Basin and forsook his medical practice in Breslau to study the marine biota of Palestine in 1924 and 1925. Among the 15 Erythrean alien species he recorded were three decapod crustaceans (W. Steinitz, 1929) . In the very last chapter of "Animal life in Palestine", Bodenheimer (1935) discussed the "Indo-Pacific
